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A MESSAGE FROM COUNCILLOR  
SHIRLEY ALEXANDER,  

Chairman of the Culture & Heritage Team of Cirencester 
Community Development Trust, who have co-ordinated the 

WW1 centenary commemorative programme  

 A programme of events and activities  

A MESSAGE FROM NEW BREWERY ARTS -   
The Centre for Contemporary Craft in the Cotswolds  

New Brewery Arts has received £34,700 from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund towards Cirencester 

Commemorates.  The bid was submitted on behalf 
of Corinium Museum, Friends of Cirencester Parish 

Church, Cirencester Archaeological & Historical 
Society and Cirencester School of Acting. 

“Together we will be putting on moving and 
informative public exhibitions and events and 

delivering exciting learning opportunities designed to 
bring local histories of World War One out of the 

archives and into the lives of the people of 
Cirencester. This award from the Heritage Lottery 

Fund will enable so many truly memorable 
experiences for Cirencester during this centenary year 
whilst leaving a legacy for the town into the future.”  

“As a mark of respect and as a poignant reminder of the terrible 
loss of life during WW1, Cirencester Community Development 

Trust’s Culture & Heritage Team wished to produce a comprehensive programme of 
Cirencester’s commemorations planned to mark the centenary of the outbreak of the 
First World War. The detailed planning and content of the programme by many local 
organisations particularly New Brewery Arts, Corinium Museum, Cirencester Parish 

Church and the Cirencester Archaeological & Historical Society resulted in successful 
financial backing from the Heritage Lottery Fund and will offer a widely diverse 
programme of film, music, poetry and drama evoking the mood of the times, now 

beyond living memory. 
The Culture & Heritage Team are pleased to have organised wide distribution of the 

programme within the Cirencester area so local residents may join in and 
commemorate with a varied list of events and activities throughout the year. 

Cirencester War Memorial 
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www.coriniummuseum.org  

 

 

 

 EDUCATIONAL SESSIONS ON WW1 – FROM JUNE 2014 
Supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund   

A new series of loans and experience boxes will be made available from the Corinium 
Museum. This Heritage Lottery funded project is part of Cirencester Commemorates 

and will provide a resource to develop knowledge and understanding of the First World 
War at Key Stages 2 and 3. It is intended to leave a legacy to the commemorations. 

 

AFTERNOON TALK   -  COMPOSERS IN THE FIRST WORLD WAR BY  
TIM PORTER             11 SEPTEMBER  2 – 4 PM 

An important part of our local history is the extraordinary musical flowering of 
Gloucestershire 100 years ago. Howells, Gurney, Holst and Vaughan Williams all lead 
adventurous lives and wrote groundbreaking music. Join local historian Tim Porter to 

hear how WW1 was a key experience for Glos composers. £5.65 or £5 for season 
ticket holder.  

 

WW1 EXHIBITION      16 AUGUST – 14  SEPTEMBER 
Supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund    
(see entry for CAHS pg 9 for further details) 

Cirencester Archaeological & Historical Society exhibition 
on Cirencester’s role during WW1  

 
 

WW1 LECTURE BY BOB CLARKE - 25 SEPTEMBER  7 – 8.30 PM 
‘Remember Scarborough:The Bombardment of the East Coast on 16 December 1914’ 

CORINIUM CINEMA   30 AUGUST 

Special screening of the 1969 award winning classic ‘Oh 
What A Lovely War’ based on the stage musical with an all 
star cast including Laurence Olivier, Maggie Smith, John 

Gielgud, Michael Redgrave, Jack Hawkins, John Mills and 
Dirk Bogarde. Tea & cake served during the interval and a 

chance to view the  WW1 exhibition. Tickets £7/concessions 
£6 including refreshments. Booking advised. 

2014 sees the UK marking the outbreak of World War I, naturally all eyes fall 
towards the battlefields of the Western Front. However, on the 16 December 1914 the 
German High Seas Fleet shelled three east coast towns killing near 200 and injuring 

600. This largely forgotten action was soon surpassed by the horrors of trench 
warfare, at the time it caused national outrage. Bob Clarke is an archaeologist whose 

research  interests cover prehistory and the Cold War. £5.65  
or £5 for season ticket holder. Booking essential. 

      Sponsored by:  

Image Courtesy of the 
Corinium Museum  
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www.newbreweryarts.org.uk 

 

 

A beautiful new  exhibition  at New Brewery Arts 
with acclaimed wire sculptor, Celia Smith.  Taking 
inspiration from the homing pigeon, wire communications and trench craft to bring 

history to life in a uniquely creative way.  Flocks of birds 
created in the schools and the army barracks will add to the 
exhibition. Look out for written messages by participants 

which will be tweeted daily during the exhibition 
“For the pigeons winged through the rolling barrage of 
high explosive shells, they braved bursting shrapnel and 

gas and made their way through the rat-tat-tat of 
machine and anti-aircraft guns just as did the men who 

flew in things of steel and wood and gasoline”  
The American Legion Weekly August 29,1919  

OldMagazineArticles.com 

 

 

 SCHOOLS WW1 DAYS OUTREACH EVENT 
 At local schools and at the Duke of Gloucester Barracks  

Supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund and Corinium DFAS 

New Brewery Arts and Corinium Museum will  run a series of workshops to engage 
children and families with the local and national heritage of WW1 incorporating history 
and heritage, creative writing and craft. Lead by acclaimed wire sculptor, Celia Smith, 
wire birds created during these history/craft sessions will form part of The Feathered 

Aviator Exhibition   

COMMEMORATIVE MEMORIAL   -    December 2014 
Supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund 

Wire sculptor Celia Smith will create a Commemorative Memorial at New Brewery 
Arts using work from The Feathered Aviator.  This will be an exciting new piece of 

public art for Cirencester.  

EXHIBITION  - THE FEATHERED AVIATOR 
5 July – 7 September   

 9am – 5pm Mon – Sat, 10am – 4pm Sun 
Supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund 
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 Local people are requested to contact Ailsa O’Connor with any photos, press 
cuttings, letters or stories relating to the period – 

info@friendscirencesterparish.org.uk 

 EXHIBITION   -  Autumn     Supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund  
An exhibition of paper poppies created by local children 

 
 
 

 

 Organised by Friends of Cirencester 
Parish Church 

 WW1 TIMELINE   -   May Onwards   Supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund 
  A changing display reflecting the key events leading up to and during the war 

alongside the story of the war’s impact on the local community. 

COMMEMORATIVE CONCERT      
   8  August – 7.30pm 

Supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund 
A choral concert performed by MJ-UK Music & Arts featuring songs and music 

relating to the WW1 period.  The evening will include readings of winning entries 
from the poetry competitions 

 SILENT FILM SHOW    
  7  November – 7.30 pm 

Supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund 
A screening of a First World War themed silent film with a live, improvised organ 

score by Anthony Hammond 
 

CIRENCESTER PHILHARMONIA CONCERT  “The Pity of War” 
www.cirencesterphil.co.uk 

15  November – 7.30 pm 
Cirencester Philharmonia presents an evening of music and readings from WW1 

      www.friendscirencesterparish.org.uk  
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PROGRAMME OF COMMEMORATIVE EVENTS                   
Until 30 April WW1 Poetry Competition organised by Friends of Cotswold 

Volunteers & Kingshill School (pg 9) 
 

Now – Feb 2015 Educational Sessions on WW1 at the Corinium Museum – 
hands on learning for children producing an experiential loan 
box as a commemorative legacy (pg 3) 

 

5 May Vintage Market in Cirencester Market Place  (pg 8) 
 

May onwards WW1 Timeline in St John Baptist Church – a changing display 
supported by Heritage Lottery & Friends of Cirencester Church   

10 May A Silent Auction – Drinks & Canapé Afternoon – ticket event 
at Barton House, Cirencester to fund WW1 memorial tree 
planting (pg 8) 

 

May & June Schools WW1 Days – Outreach Event with focus on local 
Forces Families & Schools organised by New Brewery Arts & 
Corinium Museum (pg 3) 

 

21-28 June  Exhibition on the role of The Quakers during WW1: ‘Peace  
12pm-7pm Daily Building – Quaker Responses Past & Present’ at Friends 

Meeting House in Thomas Street from 12-7pm daily (pg 8) 
 

21 June Informal WW1 Poetry Session at the Friends Meeting House 
organised by Cirencester & Fairford U3A (pg 8) 

 

25 June A talk by Dr Robert Heaven JP on ‘Gloucestershire Quakers: 
 Trials & Tribulations 1914-18’ at the Friends Meeting House 
 

25 June Commemorative Event at the Masonic Hall – 6.30 for 7pm 

7pm Organized by the RBL Womens Section - A Pathe film on 
WW1approx 45 minutes - followed by a Hog Roast. (pg 9) 

 

5 July—7 Sep An exhibition at New Brewery Arts  entitled “The Feathered  
Daily 9am-5pm Aviator” by wire work artist Celia Smith to include creations 
Sun 10am-4pm by Cirencester school pupils and families  with inspiration 

taken from WW1 communications by homing pigeon (pg 4)   
 

28 July-14 Nov A small WW1commemorative display at the Royal 
Agricultural University (pg 11) 

 

31 July-2 Aug “Same Time Next War” presented by Cirencester School of 
7.30pm & Sat mat Acting performed by Brandywine Theatre Co (pg 10) 
 

3 August Cirencester Ramblers walk as part of the Ramblers 40th 
Anniversary Celebrations with WW1 connections 

 

August Book displays & lists with WW1 Information Cirencester 
Library   
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                       IN CIRENCESTER   APRIL – NOVEMBER 2014 

 
Further information on these and other commemorative events may be found on 

individual organisations’ websites or the Cirencester Town Council website 
www.cirencester.gov.uk 

8 August Commemorative Concert in Cirencester Parish Church (pg 5) 

7.30 pm performed by MJ-UK Music & Arts & readings of winning 
entries from the WW1 poetry competitons., supported by 
Heritage Lottery Fund & Friends of Cirencester Parish Church 

 

16 August-14 Sep An exhibition about Cirencester’s role during WW1 by 
Cirencester Archaeological & Historical Society at the 
Corinium Museum (pg 10) 

 

30 August “Oh What A Lovely War” – special film screening at the 
Corinium Museum  of the stage musical with an all star cast – 
tea & cake during interval plus viewing of WW1 exhibition  

 

11 September Afternoon Talk- WW1 Composers - Corinium Museum  
2 – 4pm  (pg3) 
 

25 September WW1 Lecture at the Corinium Museum with Bob Clarke 
7 – 8.30 pm (pg 3) 
 

Autumn An exhibition of paper poppies created by local children to be 
held in Cirencester Parish Church 

 

25 October Poppy Concert –Bingham Hall with Glos Police Band 
7.30 pm Cirencester Male Voice Choir & school group – tickets £10 

from Pakemans, The Wheatsheaf, Bees Knees or on door  
 (pg 9) 
 

From Nov Installation and creation of a commemorative memorial at 
 New Brewery Arts by NBA & artist Celia Smith 
 (pg 4) 
 
 

7 November Silent Film Show – a screening of a WW1 themed film with 
live, improvised organ score by Anthony Hammond in 
Cirencester Church supported by Heritage Lottery & Friends 
of Cirencester Parish Church (pg 5) 

 

9 November Remembrance Sunday Service 
 

15 November A concert in Cirencester Parish Church by Cirencester 
Philharmonia with an evening of WW1 music and readings  
(pg 5) 

 

Jan 2015 Cirencester Archaeological & Historical Society Lecture on 
WW1 by Dale Hjort at the Ashcroft Centre - date tbc 
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           Vintage Market  
  5 May – from 9am – Market Place 

A themed market to commemorate WW1 organised by  
Cirencester Markets Manager of Cirencester Town Council  

involving local traders and businesses  

 DRINKS AND CANAPÉS 
10 May – Barton House, Cirencester Park 2pm - 5pm 

In aid of the Cotswold Tree Warden Group - to include a Silent Auction to fund 
planting of trees in memory of those who suffered as a result of WW1 

 

Hosted by Frank and Marilyn Gardner 
In the presence of The President of Cotswold Tree Warden Group 

The Right Hon. The Earl Bathurst 
Limited tickets available £10 pp– booking essential 

Contact - twgcotswold@yahoo.co.uk or tel: 01285 655558 

 

 

 ‘GLOUCESTERSHIRE QUAKERS: Trials & Tribulations 1914-18’ 
25 June – Friends Meeting House  -  A talk by Dr Robert Heaven JP 

 CIRENCESTER RAMBLERS 
www.cirencesterramblers.btck.co.uk  

As part of the Ramblers 40th Anniversary Celebrations a walk is proposed during 
August with connections to WW1 

www.cirencesterfriends.org.uk  
 

CIRENCESTER QUAKERS                    

PEACE BUILDING: QUAKER RESPONSES PAST & PRESENT 
21-28  June – 12noon – 7pm daily – Friends Meeting House 

An exhibition about the role of the Quakers during WW1 to increase the knowledge 
and understanding of the pacifist perspective of war and the role the Quakers played 

during and after WW1 for local people 

 INFORMAL WW1 POETRY SESSION 
21 June – 2.30pm – 5pm – Friends Meeting House 

 

A poetry event organised by Cirencester & Fairford U3A when all are welcome to 
read and share their poetry with a tea interval at 3.30pm 

Memorial Hospital 

MORE EVENTS INFORMATION...  
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www.cotswoldvolunteers.org 

 
       FRIENDS OF COTSWOLD 

                   VOLUNTEERS WW1 POETRY COMPETITION 
                                           30 Jan – 30 April 

A competition for 18+ age group for poems to a maximum of 40 lines on a First 
World War theme with prizes of £150, £75, £50. Entry fee £4 or 3 poems for £10. 

A parallel competition is open to pupils from Kingshill School  
ALL WINNERS WILL BE INVITED TO READ THEIR POEMS AT THE 

COMMEMORATIVE CONCERT IN THE PARISH CHURCH ON 8TH AUGUST 

 THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
Cirencester Branch   -  The branch is celebrating its 90th anniversary in 2014 

A poppy concert will take place in the Bingham Hall on 25th October 
(see entry on pg 7) 

 
 

Wed 25 June – Masonic Hall – 6.30 for 7pm 
WW1 Commemorative Event - A Pathe film on WW1 - approx 45 

minutes - followed by a Hog Roast. Cash Bar – tickets £10 from Cirencester Visitor 
Information Centre or contact Eileen Chapman on 01285 6643530 

THE RBL WOMENS SECTION 
Cirencester Branch 

 THE LIVING MEMORY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION 
Proposed display of WW1 artefacts in the Corinium Museum Exhibition 

 & Sheep Street  
Further information: www.livingmemory.btik.co.uk 

 

Look out for the ‘Flanders’ Hare funded by local Brownies & Guides and on display 
at the LMHA site in Sheep Street as part of Cirencester Hare Festival 

 

Colonel Lièvre – the Gloucestershire Regimental Hare on display 
at Gardiners Haskins store in Lewis Lane 

Names from the list of the fallen inscribed on the Memorial Hospital 
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 FIRST WORLD WAR MEMORIALS IN CIRENCESTER 
Supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund   

The personal stories of those commemorated on the town’s war 
memorials are the subject of a study by members of the Cirencester Archaeological & 
Historical Society to honour those who served their country in the Great War. If you 
can help with family memories, photographs or stories, please contact the Society. 

Your help will ensure these are more than just names carved in stone. 

 CIRENCESTER ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY  www.cirenhistory.org.uk  

 WW1 EXHIBITION 
16 August – 14 September     -   Corinium Museum   -Supported by the Heritage 

Lottery Fund   
The Cirencester Historical and Archaeological Society will illustrate the impact of the 

First World War on Cirencester and residents through this retrospective free 
exhibition. Extensive research of the town’s War Memorials, objects and ephemera 

from the County archives, Wilts & Glos Standard Archives Corinium Museum, 
Soldiers of Gloucestershire Museum together with community stories and 

contributions, have all been pulled together to share a picture of the Cirencester 
community during  WW1. The exhibition is part of a wider HLF funded project 

entitled “Cirencester  Commemorates,” which brings  local organisations together to 
commemorate 100 years since the start of  WW1.  

CIRENCESTER SCHOOL OF ACTING   -    presents  
BRANDYWINE THEATRE COMPANY    -   In  ‘SAME TIME NEXT WAR’ 

Supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund   
The Barn Theatre - 7.30pm   -  31 July, 1 & 2 

August & Sat Matinee 
A new play written by local writer and director 

Christopher Denys OBE - 
an entertainment of words and music showing war as 
lived through by local people.  Reflecting the joys and 
tragedies, ribald humour and selfless courage of those 
who went and those who were left behind – of those 
who came back to find that ‘the war to end war’ was 

only a beginning – and, of course, of those who never did come back but whose 
names and deeds live on. 

 Cirencester Library 
August 

Book displays and lists with WW1 information folder 
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 SCHOOL EVENTS 
LOCAL SCHOOLS ARE INVOLVED IN EXHIBITIONS & ACTIVITIES AT 

THE 
 CORINIUM MUSEUM, NEW BREWERY ARTS & THE PARISH CHURCH 

(See separate entries on page 3,4,5) 

CIRENCESTER DEER PARK SCHOOL  
 

Early May – Pupils’ Experience 
For the second year the School are organising a trip to Ypres for a group of pupils. 

Pupils will visit different places featured in ‘Private Peaceful’, a book about a solder 
called Thomas ‘Tommo’ Peaceful  looking back on his life from the trenches of 
WW1 in Belgium. The story underlines especially the senselessness of war and 

ineptitude of the commanding officer. 
 

 The School will  also hold a commemorative event on 18 September involving a 
variety of activities to explore the legacy of the war and remember those who fought 
and died. Faculties across the curriculum will mark the centenary in different ways, 

from exploring the impact on technology and medicine, to code breaking and the 
legacy of Human Rights.  Pupils will be offered the opportunity to visit the newly 

refurbished Imperial War Museum in London and a performance of the highly 
acclaimed theatre production of War Horse. Pupils will participate in a hands-on 

work shop called ‘Boys to Soldiers’, where they will be allocated a real WW1 soldier 
to investigate. There will also be a an engaging and gritty talk from retired teacher, 

 ex-serviceman Graham Gordon, discussing images and real WW1 artefacts, 
including stories of Gloucestershire Regiment soldiers.   

 KINGSHILL SCHOOL, CIRENCESTER 
 

A WW1 Poetry Competition is being supported by the entire English faculty at 
Kingshill School (see page 9 – Friends of Cotswold Volunteers)  

 

A talk about WW1 has also been arranged for pupils 

ROYAL AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY 
 

“The Royal Agricultural College and the War and Roll of Honour” 
 

A commemorative display in the RAU Chapel , adjacent to the Stroud Rd car park, 
for the many Royal Agricultural College staff, students and governors who were 

killed in WW1. 
 

The small display will be available to view from Daily from 9am -  6pm Monday 28 
July until Friday 14 November except during private services. Visitors may call the 

Porters’ Lodge ahead to check: 01285 652531. All visitors must sign into the 
Porters’ Lodge reception upon arrival on campus. 



Cirencester Civic Society plaque at the former Memorial Hospital 

 

 

Information about WW1 commemorative events in Cirencester will be updated during 
the year on the Cirencester Town Council website at: www.cirencester.gov.uk  

More information about the First World War nationally can be found at:  
http://www.iwm.org.uk/centenary 

http://www.1914.org/news/ 
 

Image Courtesy of the Corinium Museum  
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